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Happy 2012! My prayer for
each of us is that we will

/| continue to know and rely

/" ( A/, Al on the love of God for our
lives, our families and our

church. When we walk in
His love, we experience God’s sacred and
sustaining presence, which empowers us
and leads us towards living in and for His
glorious kingdom.

As always, with any new begin-
ning there is a sense of excitement. And
with that excitement comes an opportunity
for each of us to set new goals, seek new
commitments and even be open to new
ideas.

This is true in church life as well.
At HBC, | hope some new doors are
opened. In 2012, it's my prayer we will
see and do some things which are new to
us; things that we’ve never tried before. |
don’t have any specific examples to offer
at this point, but this is when | think a lot
about our 5 Core Values and reflect. Re-
flect with me....

Worship. In what new ways
might we worship? Is a contemporary
service in our future this year?

Discipleship. Could a church-
wide seminar take place in 20127 What if
we began new Sunday School Classes?
What if we all committed to reading the
Bible through together as a church?

Ministry. Could a new ministry
begin this year? How could new initia-
tives be created within existing ministries?

Missions. Is this the year that
every member is able to go on a mission
trip? Perhaps a new local missions minis-
try could be started?

Fellowship. What if we had a
family retreat? How might God lead us to
reach out to inactive members?

Jesus speaks to this idea of
‘newness and effectiveness’ in the gos-
pels when he tells us we can’t put new
wine in old wineskins. The gospel mes-
sage is the same, but as a congregation
we must always be looking, open to and
praying towards new ways to take care of
and distribute the message of Jesus
Christ. To only use old wineskins eventu-
ally leads to leakage and eventually ruin.
It's the same in the life and ministry of a
church, and we don’t want to be ineffec-
tive when it comes to being faithful stew-
ards of everything God has given us to
manage.

We are new creations in Christ,
made to be new for His glory and called to
bring new change in this world. So here’s
to a happy New Year and also to a happy
NEW US!

In His Love,

Pastor Vestal

Ministry Team from Gibson, GA

Coming to HBC on Wednes-
day, January 11™ is a ministry
team that presents the gospel
through music, drama and pup-
pets. We will be having a joint
service with adults and children
in the Sanctuary at 6:45 PM.
We hope to see everyone
there!
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January [Hth at 12:15 p.m.

in the Family Life Center

Menu:
Vegetable Soup, Chicken Noodle
Soup, Potato Soup
Salad Bar, Bread and Dessert

The Missions Committee would like to
give a big THANKS to the HBC Faith
Family for their support during 2011 and
pray that their generosity will continue
in 2012. With your help, we have packed
book bags with school supplies, helped
send church members on mission trips,
contributed funds to various CBF and
SBC charities, filled shoe boxes that
children all over the world received for
Christmas, provided shacks for students
at North Harlem, and many other mission
opportunities.

The Missions Committee

From the Missions
Committee

As an on-going effort e}y fackpact
with the Pack-A-

Backpack mission, the Missions
Committee will be asking for a
different school supply each
month.

The item can be turned in at the
monthly Missions luncheon.

This month’s item is erasers.
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A Note
from the iﬁf January... the “clean
%&:}E( ¥ =~ slate” month! A time for
looking at things in a new
light, reorganizing, for-
giving and forgetting, giving our minds
and hearts a chance to reflect and to
change the things that need to be
changed! We can use January as a start-
ing point to change our lives for the bet-
ter, to use our time and talents to help
our church be more alive, to strengthen
our families and our friendships. Henry
Ford once said, “Whether you think you
can or think you can’t---you are right.”
Attitude resolutions can be a big step in
changing ourselves. May that be our
prayer for HBC....to resolve to be a
better people beginning with ourselves
and to deal with more things through
love and understanding in this new year.

A big “Thank You” to all who
were a part of the many programs of our
Christmas season. Thanks to our Sun-
shine Choir, Music Makers, Youth
Choir, Adult Choir and Handbell Ring-
ers for the wonderful music during the
month of December. You made our
spirits brighter and warmed our hearts
with the story of the Savior’s birth. |
appreciate you all so much, and thank
you for sharing your gifts and talents
during this most blessed season.
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Our Adult Choir will resume
rehearsals on January 4, and our chil-
dren and youth will resume on Sunday,
January 8. Joyful Sounds will resume in
February. Thank you, Gayle and Andre
Miller, for hosting our awesome Christ-
mas brunch for the Joyful Sounds!

I hope that 2012 will be filled
with many blessings and much love for
you and your families. Happy New
Year from the Sweatmans!

Edee

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Sunday, January 15, 8:00 a.m.

Garden City Rescue Mission
(Men, your opportunity to serve.)

Tuesday, January 17, 5:00 p.m.
(Please note the change in day of the week.)

Saturday,

January 7

at 6:30 p.m.
in the FLC

in the Family Life Center

saturday
February 10
6:30 p.m.

$25.00 per couplg

No cost for widows

Happy New Year to all the

Women of HBC. Rest and re-

vive this month and we will

begin the new year’s events

next month. Bless you all!
Leslie
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Youth Ministry Update:

At their December meeting,
the Deacon Ministry unani-
mously approved a recom-
mendation from the Youth
Committee to ask Ethan
DeMoore to help speak and
lead worship on Sunday and
Wednesday nights for our
Youth. The Youth Committee
will continue to lead in plan-
ning and organizing youth
events, trips and other pro-
gramming issues, but Ethan
will help give spiritual leader-
ship for our youth as we seek
a new, full-time Youth Minis-
ter. In the meantime, the
Youth Minister Search Com-
mittee will continue their efforts
in reviewing resumes, inter-
viewing those persons and
eventuall gresentlng a candi-
date to HBC for approval/
hire. Itis the ﬁrayer of our
leadership to hopefully have
someone in place by June 1,
2012. We thank God for
Ethan’s willingness to serve
and we ask the church to pray
for him, our Youth Committee,
the Youth Minister Search
Committee, and please contin-
ue to pray for our young peo-
ple throughout this entire pro-
cess.

Wow! Where has the time gone ...?
January 2012 is here! We hope you
all have enjoyed your Christmas Holi-
days and had a lot of time with your
family and friends. As we reflect on
the past year here at HBC, a smile
comes to our faces of all the special
things that have taken place within
our Children's ministry. All the events
planned could not have taken place
without many awesome volunteers.
Easter Egg Hunts, Mission Projects,
VBS, Summer Nights, Fall Fest, &
AWANA have all been a great suc-
cess. Each of these events and min-
istries reach others for Christ.
Thanks for all the support given.
Awana will start back on January
4th. Make sure you get back in-
volved...bring your bible, uniform, &
dues.

Go ahead and mark your calendars
for January 11th. You will not want to
miss this special evening with the
Puppet and Drama ministry from Gib-
son First Baptist. Awana kids will
check-in, in the foyer area of the
sanctuary. We are asking them to
bring canned goods, for an extra 100
points, to help re-stock Columbia
County Cares, after the holidays.

Thanks!
Hope & John McClellan
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AWANA starts back
January 4th.

YOUTH

Here’s What’s Happening:
MASS (Morning Assembly and Sunday
School) — Every Sunday @ 9:45 am
Youth Choir—Every Sunday @ 5 pm
Youth Bible Study—Sundays @ 6 pm

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY
AND
YOUTH CHOIR
STARTS BACK ON
JANUARY STH.

2011

= Annual
=1 Giving
Statements

Contribution statements will be available
in January. If you desire a statement,
sign up at the IC, call, or email the
Church Office. A statement will then be
prepared by the Finance Office and giv-
en to you in church or mailed to you as
you request.




